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* Not the prettiest, perhaps
- but the naw “Mini with & boot”
seores on handling and versa- |
bty . . .

ACAR ROAD TEST

HE Mini i coming up for ils

tenth barthday in South Alvica,
nnd m celebrate the oocasion we have
a new model, the Mark Three
hest deseribed as “the Ming with a
e A

Bouth Africa's Mini M. 3 has the
extended rear end whicl gives 11 o
11JEE:J'I.E|: -:‘.|.'|]'|'.'l-:'il':.r of nearly Beu, (i,
M) per cent more than the luggage
capacity of the standard Mini.

Thay makes the' litlle cor B 5
inches longer and abour B b,

1000 MK, 3

heavier than before, with a small
peur avirhang, The trunk extension
lovks a DLit like the sppendages i i
bt does ot linprove e car's looks,
Lt 18 fienistinmial irnportance i that
the car now b space for big pock-
dges when afoppiog,  and  siocalde
suitcises oo holiday trigs,

NAME FROBLEM

There is bound w be stome intense
in why the mame “Mark 3" was
chimen e Saoulh Alrica, #n 11
warth recording. that it was arigi-
pally Lotended to marker dee booted
Mini here ws the “Minl EN* In
Austin and Maorris versions, but the
marne E b alvsady been regis-
tered in South. Alvica by another
thanudacturer for a commercisd vehi-
e

So. Yhlick 3 iU s

For this Tesi, & protooype from
lh:' ]'.l_-.g.-'lmr Tli.i‘llil il 131!5;]::2[]: Wil
wed, [t an-addition to the existing
Min range i the Riepublic

SUSPENSION CHANGE
Besides the changed shape, the

‘Mini Mk, 3 has fuire m lew changes

and improvements aver earlier Maini
mndels, and rhee — we understaned
— will b incorparared in the ather
Mini madele as well, from lae 1965
modely anwiards,

Wuost notabile m that it revens o
the: grginal  Minl dev-fone suspes-
it @l round, giving i that fem
and bouncy charaeteriste amsociared
with the pre-Hydrolastic Mini's.

This change it made to comply
with South Affcan local content fes
qudrertene: it was nol feasibile ot
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this stage to manufaciure Hydrolaseie
unith in the Republic

CONES IN CHARACTER

e will naoe be many tears dhed
aver thi returm o dry-cone AkinpreTie
(178141 it fits 1the Mini chiracter
well, and with lts greater firmmes it
etrminates pitchmg motion and gives
greater  mabiliey under Joad — an
i poriand fature with the inereased
trunk spdce.

We fosad fjinte 1|'.|:r|1!|r|g in plde
an Mim rubber cones ance again
the ear [eels mare “live™ and respon-
sive s controls. While the Hydig
hatics are ideal on the | 100 models,
their ondy real viktue on the Mim
wiis grenter smonthoes, plun elimi-
nation il Aboik alsarbers,

GOOD HANDLING

The Mark 3 cerinmby feels pood on
eones, and handles exiremely well
We wandered whether the exorn remr
weight and overhang might increass
the tenidiney for the rear wheels i
break i hard - coen n'.i:z};_ whrn
provwer i taken off the front wheels,
and did some thorough testmg in this
department,

CAR - Sopimber 150

].I'u" T|"'I'|I||‘1. WeiT l.'rl":.,' e LU gie] g
U geears that the extrn weight ime
[ rear-wheel adhesion, Decause
we found 8 all but anposible o
bring The il out by bftsng off the
Irotibe imoa wght tum, even with
mtandard crosaply tyres,

With rmdials, hancling would be
even better, s0 it seems that the
bocted Ming b one up on the derker
standard maidels i the  handling
dl:pnrl:nr,ul:.

IMPFROVED BRAKES

Fhe Levkor englocers are alwiys
M work impeoving thewr cars, and
Ii'l-r."g.' have done wornden 'u.'|1|| il
Mark 3 in mechanical improvements,
which will be passed on right through
the Bl Tange.

Take the brakes, [or nsbince:
these are 1-n|| dlrioms adl Powmd, with
bwo leading shos-and wider linings
at front, plus & new presure-limdiing
valve in the refir system, Bat the gize
of almv'e cylinders at the wheels has
been  moreased, relting in much
casper. pedal pressure and slightlys
imnproved sinpmng rl.hi'l':rg.'_

ALL-SYNCHRO SHIFT

The tyro's will cheer dhat, at bong
lmst, 0 fullsynchromesh gearbsox has
been introduced, so nd mbee doables
l.ll:i.'h.l.[l.]lll:l;.: i meeded b \-rli_-n;l
“Lavw™ while on the move, | he shift
has qiick remote control with a short
leves, and i very fast with its baulle-
ring ivnihromeal pvitem,

The only mag i the wide gute
between [a/2nd and 3rd/Top: it
takes cuite a hit of praitice o gei a
mnr:--chang;t from Pod o Sed
with the ever-present  danger of
sebecinng 1si ngaitn by miinke!

ENGINE AND COOLING

Engine s the 998-c.c, wvemion
(desighated SAK /WE/H) introduced
earfier in the Mini 1000 modols,
widng an 1 100 cylinder head w diog
compressson rat rom 803, o B0
e 1. 1o goes freely o 5,000 jm
nrd has @ handy spread of torgque o
igrve soind performance.

T reduce nane level, & wibraton
damper has boen introduced on the
erankihalt, which smpoths the
motor, [t works — we found this 10

i
|




be the quictet Minl (mechanically)
wr have 1=ted, though that iy ot
saying over-much

The latest cooling aysvtem i
swealed, with an expamnsion tank and a
larger water pump lor improved
crrculation. Cooling: svatem pressui
b3 b and this shouldd give the cir
denty ol roaling reseeve for . thiose
ang, fast irips in the South African
HEMITnEr

FERFORMANCE FACTORS

Mhe chinged 150 and 2nd gear
ratios pive the car slightly more
range i the loveer end in aceelers
tbon pests, though the ca !|'|||.q||4l.
undergeared with the 3-763% w |
elilf, ratio,

['his pearng oply allows 5703
mop b mo 3rd, ihough the car will
actunlly go to o e Gl gquite corme
||'I-I'I'I.|'_.|'I|,

Fhe Mk 3 s penalised slightly. by
i weight inercase, which gives it a
wiight-power  ratln o $i-7 b
bhop., compared with the 385 )
b ||f|||r||r|:i|r|||||. A 10 .m||
make [or a cotmideralile prer fie-
manee diffecence between the twe
s

It clows ils way from & slonding

bty wiith a fair amount of whelspin,
andd accelerates quite brigkly, A com
anrmon - with the Fehruary, 1566,
Femt of the Mami [ OO

Mimi Mk 3
(-3 b o0
) 2}l 236
| Male 216 218
Speed L it

Lhver BIF mup h, there i nol moch
i resgrve, and ovectaking in the
cruisimr-apend . chnge would vequire
i oot ererch ol clear eoad,

FUEL ECONOMY

The Mini's, as a fumily, are light
on fuel, and the loog-siroke 000
pmlety seore partieulnrly high marks
ki this splere, The M 3 should
return something like 35 mopg.-

ks, even i about-jown ose with a
Er..w!. fiarst

e warst pomsible & something
over Mo g, and in thes depar-
ment i :I|.1I|f|rl- ihe eaclier 10K
aid v even o bl miore econoimical

it the middle-spedd range,
ETOPPING ABILITY

The lghter brake pedal on the
pew moodel gives the same stoppms
power with liss effore than belore,
which will appeal particalarly o

26

Ii almost hin ihe
eifect of gentle brake bomting, and
allicd with a device b prevent rear-
wheel locking, it ﬂ'|"|b the M. 3
s llnl_pmj_l alility

Theie w an evidence of (ade n
repeated stops from 50 mapdh, and
ptop from 70 camses only auld heat
KT PLGITA.

woimefs drivep,

VENTILATION AND NOISE

The Mini ventlaton sysiem i
nop-exiatent, bt ithe whnding win-
choown o pecend sadels allow o goud
thirmg el of alr, without couskng
enuideh st

M we remarked enrlier, mechani=
cal nolie levels are down on the Mk,
3, though suill Lirly high even by
Kight car st ands;

Wind noime i comparaiively Iow,
and romd nose i egoessive: the iile
[0-lnch wheels st L pick up every
bit of road noise and pam 1w ihiz
inierine

HANDLING AND RIDE

Tha B the bounsy Mind lback
aggiin : 1t will cheerdully hop all four
wiwely clear ol the road on had
butnps ag speed, and the deiver has
thee Aensaticon o Do choe o the
road in berms of feel,

The e b w vital feed and ol
iistaninneous recovery  on b
which go well with is  respoisive
hamethne: We enjoved diving' the
Mark 3 o3 o contrus? 1o the emther
|:'.||~.ﬁ|!, rlde nf Ty hi!_'_lﬂ I T

I w nior wneomboriable, and the
luile car goo exbetly where the
driver wanty it 1o, o abowt=town
handling it b+ & deligh.

Load presenn no problems, bue
thiv v car (o 1r|l.~r:'||g I|||il1-'.1p
IR OVEF RIY BTz distanoe

Instrumentation and eontraly are
as for the standard Ming' 1000 in i
latest form,

SUMMARY

Thete can be no complaints about
the selection al Mint's sow avinlnble
i South Alrica: OO0 standard, aind
statiin wagod, [0 "5 pérfoar-
pranee model, and pow - the Mind

ME. 5 with its extra luggage capacity.
Thi mon I.rriﬁh{ addition o the

range, and should be eagerly acoop-
ted in the v ' aecond-car

market. The Mk, 3 s equipped for
supermarket tours, children’s achaol
cases angd other carrying jobs. It i
still Mink through and theough, bt
with more versatility, L

The addition af o frunk compartmsnt
at the rear alters the box-like HMinl
character,

Tha sxtra wwight 8t rear |imgerovei
renr-whoel adbeslon, and the car <an be
cornered with cest.

e trupk adds a bulge

on the car, but gives
Bci, fe, carrying capacity. The lid risas
upwird to give clear neceai

The bi e
amil HEE:HIEF

CAR. Bepeember 1509



